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1
Meaning Of Al-Tasāmuḥ [Tolerance]

The Arabic word «[ »ﺍﻟﺘﺴﺎﻣﺢAl-Tasāmuḥ] was used by late 19
century religious scholars in the meaning of tolerance towards the
followers of other religions. This meaning has been derived from
the word used in the Prophetic tradition (Hadith) which describes:
“The most loved religion to Allah is the generous / tolerant
Islam (Haniﬁa)” (Narrated by Bukhari in Al-Adab and by Ahmad and others).
Which not characterized by harshness and strictness.
(Lesan Al Arab).

With the passage of time, the word has been used in different
meanings, but the most apparent meaning is the one which has
just been mentioned above.
The word [Al-Samāḥah] lexically stands for good social
relation and friendly treatment. It also demonstrates the sense of
being gentle and lenient in matters in which often seen harshness
and severity. The concept has been described in a Prophetic
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tradition, the Prophet (SAW) said: “May Allah’s mercy be on
him who is lenient in his buying, selling, and in demanding
back his money” (Narrated by Imam Bukhari).
In the light of this explanation, it can be said that the use of
the word [Al-Tasāmuḥ] in the meaning of kindness, leniency and
good social relation with the followers of other religions is very
accurate and there is no doubt that it is a very sound and perfect
indication of this word.
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2
Bases Of “Al-Tasāmuḥ” (Tolerance)
In Islam

Tolerance towards other religious beliefs is one of the basic
principles of the Islamic Religion and is a very prominent part of
its teachings; and that can be seen in the following bases:
1. First and foremost thing is that Islamic beliefs are based on
instinct, rational arguments and evidences, so there is no fear at
all that a Muslim’s belief would be shaken or would fall in
doubts.
2. Secondly, the Holy Quran and noble Prophetic traditions
conﬁrmed the creeds of previous Prophets and Messengers
(AA), as Almighty Allah says: {They are those whom Allâh had
guided. So follow their guidance} [Al-Ana̒ām: 90].
This is the reason why Muslims are open and tolerant with
the People of the Book and the followers of other religious
beliefs.
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3. Thirdly, Muslims believe that guidance is only Almighty
Allah’s choice, whom He wants, blesses with it. The Quran tells
us: {Verily you, [O Muhammad], guide not whom you like, but
Allâh guides whom He wills. And He knows best those who are
the guided} [Al-Qaṣaṣ: 56].
In another verse Allah the Almighty said: {O you who
believe! Take care of your ownselves. If you follow the (right)
guidance [and enjoin what is right (Islâmic Monotheism and
all that Islâm orders one to do) and forbid what is wrong
(polytheism, disbelief and all that Islâm has forbidden)] no
hurt can come to you from those who are in error} [Al-Māidah: 105].
4. Fourthly, the Holy Quran asserted that religious differences
among people should not lead to enmity and tyranny, because it
is what Allah the Almighty wanted, as the Holy Quran says:
{And if your Lord had so willed, He could surely have made
mankind one Ummah [nation or community (following one
religion i.e. Islâm)] but they will not cease to disagree. Except
him on whom your Lord has bestowed His Mercy} [Hūd: 118-119].
It is conﬁrmed that such kind of differences in religious
beliefs would remain forever, as Almighty Allah describes it:
{For every nation We have ordained religious ceremonies [e.g.
slaughtering of the cattle during the three days of stay at Mîna
(Makkah) during the Hajj (pilgrimage)] which they must
follow} [Al-Ḥajj: 67].

Bases Of “AlTasāmuḥ” (Tolerance) In Islam
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The word “Al-Mansk” stands for the manner of worship,
while the word “Al-Nāsik” refers to the worshiper.
Therefore Muslims believe that religious differences and
multi-religious concepts are quite natural. They maintain that the
cause of this difference arises from the difference of the mental
perceptions and wisdom.
All these are as per Almighty Allah’s will, as He says: {Had
Allâh willed, they would not have taken others besides Him in
worship. And We have not made you a watcher over them nor
are you a Wakîl (disposer of affairs, guardian, trustee) over
them} [Al-Ana̒ām: 107].
With these teachings Islam has changed perception of religious
wars, a portion of which has been recorded in the Holy Quran
itself, as well as in the books of history. Now it is very clear that
Islam does not allow wars on the basis of religion; and it is not
hostile to other religious beliefs. In fact, tolerance is one of the
most prominent features of Islam and a crucial part of its kind and
generous teachings for believers and non-believers alike.
Almighty Allah said: {And We have sent you (O Muhammad):
not but as a mercy for the ‘Âlamîn (mankind, jinn and all that
exists)} [Al-Anbiyaa: 107].
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3
Aspects Of Islamic Tolerance

1. Tolerance Towards Creeds And Acts Of Worship:
1. Creeds of the people of the Book and the followers of other
religious beliefs should be respected and they should be allowed
to perform rituals and religious ceremonies as per their own will
and as per the instructions of their priests and guidance of their
Books. In this regard Allah the Almighty said: {There is no
compulsion in religion. Verily, the Right Path has become
distinct from the wrong path} [Al-Baqarah: 256].
In this regard the Prophet (SAW) said: “Do not believe the
people of the Book, nor disbelieve them, but say, ‘We believe
in Allah and whatever is revealed to us, and whatever is
revealed to you” [Narrated by Imam Bukhari].
There are examples of tolerance that we can observe in the
Prophet’s (SAW) life. For instance, once the delegation of Najran
came to the Prophet’s Mosque (Al Masjed Al Nabawi) and
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started saying their prayers facing the east direction, but neither
the Prophet (SAW), nor his companions (RZ) objected them;
rather the Messenger of Allah said: “Forgive them”.

(Tafsir Ibn

Katheer From Mohammad Bin Jaafar Bin Al Zoubeir).

2. There should not be any use of defaming and abusive
words against the beliefs of other religious communities, or their
acts of worship and rituals. Only calm and unrufﬂed scientiﬁc
discourse, useful debates are allowed to clarify the truth. As the
Holy Quran states in this regard: {And insult not those whom
they (disbelievers) worship besides Allâh, lest they insult Allâh
wrongfully without knowledge. Thus We have made fairseeming to each people its own doings; then to their Lord is
their return and He shall then inform them of all that they used
to do} [Al-Ana̒ām: 108].
The inﬁdels and polytheists used to utter offensive words to
insult the creed of Muslims, and the latter used to abuse and
curse their idols. God forbade it, because it leads to mutual
abusing and useless frivolity. This is not ﬁt for individuals in
communities who live together peacefully.
There is a tradition in this regard in which the Prophet (SAW)
said: Two men, a Muslim and a Jew, abused each other. The
Muslim said: By Him Who gave superiority to Muhammad over
all the people. On that, the Jew said: By Him Who gave superiority
to Moses over all the people. The Muslim became furious at that
and slapped the Jew on the face. The Jew went to Prophet

12

The Tolerance

Muhammad (SAW) and informed him of what had happened
between him and the Muslim. Allah’s Apostle said, “Don’t give
me superiority over Moses” [Narrated by Bukhari and Muslim].
Muslims were prohibited from such actions because they
were living with other religious communities. They were asked
not to do so, for promoting good and peaceful co-existence and
friendly social relation, which may provide enough space and
freedom for keeping one’s own religious beliefs and rituals.
In this story, the Prophet’s (SAW) statement was to establish
tolerance and to teach his companions its importance; otherwise
the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) is the best of all Prophets,
because there are many Quranic verses which clearly indicate it.
Similar to the above mentioned tradition, there is another one in
which the Prophet (SAW) said: “None should say that I am
better than Yunus Bin Matta” [Narrated by Bukhari and Muslim].
3. The emphasis should be given on the commonalities
between all the Prophets in the matters of creeds and beliefs. In
the chapter “Al-Ana̒ām” of the Holy Quran, Almighty Allah has
mentioned 18 Prophets (AA) in the same context and then He
addressed the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) as saying: {They are
those whom Allâh had guided. So follow their guidance}
[Al-Ana̒ām: 90].

In addition to that, in the Holy Quran, there are a number of
chapters which have been named after the Prophets (AA). These
chapters have a large number of verses which depict the life of
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the previous Prophets (AA), their biographies and attitudes. For
instance there are chapters with the names: Ibraheem, Yunus,
Yusuf, Hood, Al-Anbiyaa and so on. There is no community on
this earth, that doesn’t follow any of the Prophets or their
teachings and values. Messenger of Allah (SAW) has expressed
merits and virtues of previous Prophets in many of his traditions,
for instance:
There is a tradition in which it is stated: ‘Once the Prophet
(SAW) went with some companions to ‘Bayt Al-Midras’ -It is a
house where the Jews teach Torah and study it- so a group of
Jews welcomed the Prophet (SAW) and he talked with them and
had a discussion’ [As narrated by Bukhari and Muslim].
It is also said that the Prophet (SAW) went there for the
second time, they put a cushion for him, so he sat on it. Then he
(SAW) asked: “Give me the Torah”. It was brought to him; he
took out the cushion from his back and placed the Torah on it.
This is openness of Muslims who recognize and value the
virtues and merits of all religious beliefs. They emphasize on the
peaceful coexistence and good and friendly social relation.
4. Muslims are asked not to demolish places of worship and
religious rituals and they are also asked not to damage them in any
way. Almighty Allah said: {For had it not been that Allâh checks
one set of people by means of another, monasteries, churches,
synagogues, and mosques, wherein the Name of Allâh is
mentioned much would surely have been pulled down} [Al-Ḥajj: 40].
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The word [Al-Ṣawamı̒ ] is the plural form of the word
[Al-Sawmaa̒h], it is the place where monks worship. Similarly
the word [Biya̒] is the plural of [Bia̒tun] which means Churches
of Christian faith. The word [Ṣalawāt] is the plural of “Ṣalat”
which refers to synagogue (Jew’s place of worship), it is also
said that it stands for temples of Sabians.
Actually the verse mentioned few of such worship places
here as an example, but it includes temples of other religious
beliefs as well. In this regard, Ibn Khuwayz Mindad Al-Maliki
said: This verse prohibits destruction of the churches of Dhimmis
and their Synagogues and ﬁre houses (Tafseer Al Qurtubi and Al Tahreer
and Al Tanweer).

The Muslims have kept their worship places in the

past, because they were just like their homes and wealth.
Muslims defended chapels of other religious community who
lived with them, they also safeguarded their temples and worship
places. For example, during the reign of Ḥasan Al-Baṣari, who
passed away in 110 A.H.; it was ordered to provide full safety for
worship-places of all communities. There are also many others
great Muslims who did the same.
U̒mar Bin A̒bd Al-A̒zeez wrote to his governors: “You shall
not demolish any church, synagogue and house of ﬁre.”
The Messenger of Allah himself (SAW) made a settlement
with the people of Najran in which he instructed thus:
It is narrated by Imam Abu Dawood: “No church of theirs
will be demolished and no clergyman of theirs will be turned
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out. There will be no interruption in their religion until they
bring something new or take usury”. (Narrated by Abu Dawud).
The word [Al Hadath] means an objectionable action which
goes against the law and order.

2. How To Make Dealings With The Followers Of Other
Religions:
Islam asked Muslims to be kind and tolerant with the People
of the Book and the followers of other religious beliefs, while
making dealings and worldly affairs with them. They are asked
to do justice in all matters and to spend a good social life with
high moral standards and ethical values. Let us see some aspects
of dealings in the following:
1. Muslims have been asked to treat their parents
benevolently, although they are non-believers. They are
instructed to be kind enough to them. As Almighty Allah says:
{And We have enjoined on man to be good and dutiful to his
parents} [Al-A̒nkbut: 8].
Allah the Almighty also said: {But if they (both) strive with
you to make you join in worship with Me others that of which
you have no knowledge, then obey them not; but behave with
them in the world kindly} [Luqmaan: 15].
It is said that the mother of Asma Bint Abi Bakr came to her
[daughter Asma] in Madinah, she was a polytheist and she wanted
relationship and gift from her daughter; she [Asma] sought
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permission from the Prophet (SAW) for it, so she was granted it
(Narrated by Bukhari and Muslim).

2. Marriage-Kinship between Muslims and People of the
Book:
Muslims are allowed to marry a Kitabiyah [a girl from the
community who was given the Divine Scripture], as Allah the
Almighty says: {Made lawful to you this day are At-Tayyibât
[all kinds of Halâl (lawful) foods, which Allâh has made lawful
(meat of slaughtered eatable animals, milk products, fats,
vegetables and fruits)]. The food (slaughtered cattle, eatable
animals) of the people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) is
lawful to you and yours is lawful to them. (Lawful to you in
marriage) are chaste women from the believers and chaste
women from those who were given the Scripture (Jews and
Christians)} [Al-Maidah: 5].
The word [Muḥṣanāt] stands for chaste women.
There were several companions who married the girls of the
People of the Scriptures. For instance, U̒thmān Bin A̒ffān (RZ)
married a Christian girl. Similarly Ṭalḥah Bin U̒baidillah (RZ)
married a Christian girl. Hudhayfah (RZ) married a Jewish girl
(All Sunnan Al Kubra to Al Baihaqy).

The former two companions are

from among those ten companions who have been conﬁrmed to
enter the paradise.
Muslim husbands whose wives are Christian or Jewish faith
may not prevent their wives to make the worship and to carry out
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the religious rituals of their faith; and they may not prevent them
from going to their churches or the places of worship.
3. Muslims are instructed to spend money on their poor
relatives, although they follow a different religion. As Almighty
Allah says: {and do good to parents, kinsfolk, orphans,
Al-Masâkîn (the poor), the neighbour who is near of kin, the
neighbour who is a stranger, the companion by your side, the
wayfarer (you meet), and those (slaves) whom your right hands
possess} [Al-Nisaa: 36].
There is a right for relatives, although they are non-Muslims.
It is necessary for a Muslim to treat non-Muslim relatives in a
kind way, because everyone has his own religion. Almighty
Allah said: { to deal justly with them } [Al-Mumtahinah: 8].
In this regard, Qadi Ismāı̒ l Al-Maliki said: “Act justly” means
to give a portion of your wealth to them in order to show the
respect of kinship.
4. Muslims are allowed to eat their food and dhabiḥah
(carcass), as Allah the Almighty says: {The food (slaughtered
cattle, eatable animals) of the people of the Scripture (Jews
and Christians) is lawful to you and yours is lawful to them}
[Al-Maidah: 5].

There are also traditions which prove that the Messenger of
Allah ate their food. (Narrated by Imam Bukhari).
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Similarly, the companion of the Prophet A̒ bdullah Bin
Mughaffal received a leather bag of fat which was thrown by a
Jew and had taken it before the Prophet (SAW). (Narrated by Bukhari
and Muslim).

Muslims unanimously agreed that eating permissible animals
which have been slaughtered by the People of Scripture is lawful,
even though the People of Scripture are from a hostile state.
Likewise, if the food was prepared for special occasions like
for their religious festival or for religious rituals, even in this
case, a number of companions and Tabae̒en are of the opinion
that it is lawful, because their food are lawful for us.
5. Muslims are allowed to purchase things from the People of
Scripture and similarly they may sell things to them. Also they
can make them partners in trade and wealth. According to the
narration of Imam Bukhari and Muslim, the Messenger of Allah
(SAW) purchased some goods from a Jew for Maysarah (RZ).
The Prophet (SAW) mortgaged his armor to him (the armor
stands for a guarantor) for thirty Wasaq (It is a tool of
measurement) of barley. He (SAW) also made dealings with
them in agriculture and sharecropping and made them partners in
khaybar too.
Muslims are allowed to employ the People of Scripture. They
may be employed by them too. It is narrated that A̒li Bin Abi
Ṭālib (RZ) was employed by a Jew for taking out water from the
well, a date for each bucket.
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6. It is lawful for Muslims to give charity to them and make
endowments for them too. If they had any non-Muslim relatives;
they are allowed to appoint them as a guardian of some portion
of their wealth at the time of death. This has been done by
Mother of Believers Ṣaﬁyyah (RZ); she sold her house for one
hundred thousand and she appointed her Jew brother as a
guardian of one third of that amount.
When U̒mar (RZ) saw an old Dhimmi person asking people
for money, he said: We did not do justice with him! When he was
strong we have taken (assistance) from him, but we did not
return to him when he is weak; then he allocated a sum of money
for the man from the Bait Al-Maal.
7. Muslims can greet them and would reply their greetings
too. In this regard Allah the Almighty says: {When you are
greeted with a greeting, greet in return with what is better than
it, or (at least) return it equally} [Al-Nisaa: 86].
8. Muslims are asked to visit the patients of non-muslims and
attend their funeral rituals and condole with their deceased
relatives. A young Jewish boy used to serve the Prophet (SAW)
and he became sick. So the Prophet (SAW) went to visit him. He
sat near his head... (Narrated by Imam Bukhari).
When Abu Ṭalib was about to die, the Messenger of Allah
(SAW) came to him. The Prophet (SAW) also visited A̒bdullah
Bin Ubay Bin Salool -the chief of hypocrites-, when he fell ill.
He (SAW) offered his cloth which was used for his shroud.
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It is narrated by Buraidah Bin Al-Ḥaṣeeb that they were
sitting with the Messenger of Allah (SAW), he said: “Let us go
to visit our Jewish neighbor”, Buraidah said: So we came to
him, the Prophet said to him: “How are you?”

(Narrated by Ibn

Al-Sunni).

There were some companions and Tabaeen whose parents
were non-Muslims, so they were fulﬁlling the duties towards
them and made funeral rituals. The Prophet (SAW) asked Ali Bin
Abi Tālib (RZ) to take part in the funeral of his father. Muslims
used to go to their funeral rituals and condole with the nonMuslim family of the deceased.
9. Muslims are asked to show respect and to treat nonbelievers kindly, especially if they were their neighbors.
A̒bdullah Bin A̒mru Bin Al-A̒aṣ had a Jew neighbor. Once his
slave was stripping off the skin of a goat, so he (RZ) asked him
saying: O boy! When you ﬁnish this one; start with our Jew
neighbor’s. A person said: Do you mean the Jew neighbor’s
work? Then A̒bdullah Bin A̒mru replied: I heard the Messenger
of Allah (SAW) recommending good treatment for the neighbor
and it was so much emphasized that we thought that the neighbor
would be given a share in the inheritance too. (It is narrated by Imam
Bukhari in Al-Adab and by Imam Abu Dawood).

Qāḍi Ismāı̒ l Bin Isḥāq (who died in 282 A.H.) was sitting in a
court session, when A̒bdoon Bin Ṣāaid, (a man of the Christian
faith) came to him. As he entered, the former stood to show
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respect for him and welcomed him. At that time, he felt that the
audience did not like his action. When that person left, the Qāḍi
said to them: I felt your denial but you should know that Allah
the Almighty said: {Allâh does not forbid you to deal justly and
kindly with those who fought not against you on account of
religion nor drove you out of your homes. Verily, Allâh loves
those who deal with equity} [Al-Mumtaḥinah: 8].
This is the good deed which Muslims have been asked by
Allah the Almighty to perform. (Ahkam Al Quran For Abi Bakr Al Arabi).
10. Islamic laws would be implemented, if they (People of
Scripture) appeal to the Islamic court for a legal decision. There
should not be any differentiation between them and others; rather
all would be treated equally. As Almighty Allah says: {So if they
come to you [O Muhammad], either judge between them, or
turn away from them. If you turn away from them, they cannot
hurt you in the least. And if you judge, judge with justice
between them. Verily, Allâh loves those who act justly}
[Al-Maidah: 42].

The word « »ﺍﻟﻘﺴﻂmeans “Justice”. It has been expressed
in the Prophetic Sunnah that the People of Scripture -likewise
the followers of other religious beliefs- used to go to their
fellow brothers for seeking legal decisions regarding rights and
shares of inheritance, but they often willingly came to the
Muslim judges who solved their issues as per the provisions of
Islamic laws.
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11. It is not lawful for Muslims to oppress those who follow
different religions, other than Islam. There should not be any kind
of assault against them. They should not be insulted or harmed in
any way, with out any justifying reasons. In general they should
be treated just like Muslims. They would be provided with
security, care and respect. Almighty Allah said in this regard:
{And let not the hatred of some people in (once) stopping you
from Al-Masjid-Al-Harâm (at Makkah) lead you to transgression
(and hostility on your part). Help you one another in Al-Birr
and At-Taqwâ (virtue, righteousness and piety); but do not help
one another in sin and transgression} [Al-Maidah: 2].
The verse clearly tells that the people of other religious
beliefs should not arouse you to divert from right to wrong.
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How Different People Lived With Muslims

There were many different People like Christians, Jews,
Magians and Sabians; who had lived in the Islamic states and
they Mingled well with Muslims, but they were not Muslims at
all, rather they belonged to different religions, languages and
cultures.
Muslims participated in many of their customs. If you look
back in history, you will ﬁnd that there was no nation that
treated as equally both the indigenous population of the state
and those who belonged to foreign origin or had different
religious beliefs as Muslims did in Islamic states. There was no
difference in judicial laws; rather all inhabitants of the state
were enjoying the same rights because of the principle: [The
beneﬁts that we gain, would be for them, the duties we have,
the same would be for them too]. They were entitled to live
with their customs and rituals.
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So this generous treatment of Islam which we term as
“Al-Tasamuḥ” [Tolerance]; most appropriately should be termed
as [The Greatness Of Islam], because it has made “tolerance” as
the principle of its laws and part of its system.
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5
Tolerance With Other States And
Non-Muslim Nations

As Islam asks Muslims to be tolerant enough with its fellow
citizens in the Muslim state, similarly it instructs them to do so
with non-Muslim States and their inhabitants. It always aimed to
spread peace and security in all regions and to achieve prosperity
for entire mankind.
Islam strongly asked Muslims to be tolerant in the following:
1. Muslims should make treaties and covenants which may
establish security and peace and may stiﬂe assault and hostility
against each other. Actually, it has been done by the Prophet
(SAW) as he made treaties with those who got ready for it and
wanted to achieve stability. The Prophet (SAW) did not declare
religious or civil war against them.
Among such treaties are:
●

The treaty with the king of Dumat Al-Jandal, who believed

in Christian faith.
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The treaty with Ibn Al-A̒lamā (Yuḥnna Bin Ru̓bah), the

king of Eilat, who was also a Christian man. Wars were being
waged from his country against Muslims; but because of this
treaty, security and stability were achieved from their side.
●

Treaty with the inhabitants of Maqnā, who where Jewish

people and also some others residents.
2. Communication and cooperation should be initiated with
all countries, by emphasizing on the common values which
could be done in the following ways:
A. Letters: The Prophet (SAW) has sent letters to
communicate and to explain the high values to the leaders of all
existing states at his time. He sent letters to Roman Hercules
[Emperor of Byzantines], Kisra of Faaras, Negus of Ethiopia,
Muqawqis the ruler of Egypt, and to so many other Arab kings and
leaders who belonged to different faith, like Christianity, Judaism,
Polytheism and faith of Magi. All these letters contained only one
subject which invited them to the same values; as Allah says:
{Come to a word that is just between us and you} [Aal I̒ mraan: 64].
It means the word which is clear and useful. This happened
for the ﬁrst time in the history of mankind that the invitation was
given to make universal alliance for the promotion of common
human values.
That was done through diplomatic delegations, which
mounted as much as thirteen delegations. On the same pattern,
Islamic states worked throughout the ages.
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B. Welcoming Delegations: The Messenger of Allah (SAW)
welcomed many delegations of different religions and he (SAW)
made a guesthouse for them. Some of the members of delegations
used to bring religious symbols with them, like the cross etc.
(Sunnan Al-Tarmithey, Tabaqat Ibn Saad, Sunnan Al Baihaqy).

The Messenger of

Allah (SAW) never compelled them to change their religion. He
used to give them gifts at the time of departure. Muslim rulers
followed this tradition after him too.
3. Exchange of gifts: Messenger of Allah (SAW) received
gifts from other religious communities and their ofﬁcials at his
time. He (SAW) did not only accept their gifts, but also in return
he (SAW) gave them similar gifts or better than the ones which
were presented to him. The gift items included horses, vessels,
cloths, money etc. This was done to make friendly relations and
to be lenient with those who have different religious beliefs. It
was a statute which was practically followed by Muslims.
4. Muslims are asked to fulﬁll the treaties and covenants;
there should not be any kind of betrayal or cheating. The Holy
Quran and Prophet’s (SAW) statements and actions provide
enough guidance for the life of Muslims as rulers and subjects.
In this regard Allah the Almighty said: {And fulﬁl the
Covenant of Allâh (Bai‘ah: pledge for Islâm) when you have
covenanted} [Al-Nahḷ: 91].
Almighty Allah also said: {If you [O Muhammad] fear
treachery from any people throw back (their covenant) to them
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(so as to be) on equal terms (that there will be no more covenant
between you and them)}

[Al-Anfaal: 58].

The verse tells that the

period of peace treaty would ﬁnish in case of betrayal; and they
should be informed about that.
5. There should be opportunities of trade between Muslims
and the followers of other faiths; and sometimes with other
states. There should be no differences; both parties should be
treated equally in tax issues and laws. The Caliph U̒mar Bin
Al-Khaṭṭāb (RZ) asked Muslim traders:
“How much tax do you pay for them?” They replied: “the
tenth part”; so he has taken the same amount as a tax from the
people of other religious beliefs. He sometimes let the trade to be
tax free so that it could gain momentum and goods could come to
the market in abundance.
6. There should be exchange of feelings in happy and sad
occasions. The bond of friendship between Islamic states and other
countries has become stronger and it led the leaders of the two sides
to show their feelings at happy and sad moments with congratulatory
and condolence phrases respectively. For example, they congratulate
each other at well-known events and festivals. Similarly, they
congratulate when the new body comes to power. The leaders of
Islamic states do it as per the instruction of Islamic religion.
7. Exchange of knowledge and information: This was started
by the Prophet (SAW), when the captives of war were in the
hands of Muslims and each of them was asked to teach ten
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Muslim children (Tabaqat Ibn Saad). Then Muslims opened the door
of their institutes, schools, mosques for everyone who comes to
them for acquiring knowledge. It was open for all; none was
stopped on the basis of religion, culture, race or colour. We see in
history that Muslim rulers demanded scientiﬁc books from their
non-Muslim counterparts; and then they translated them and
presented before people for the beneﬁt of all.
8. Cooperation in all that is good for mankind: The Holy
Quran instructed Muslims to be cooperative with those who
follow other religions. It is not only that, but also they are asked
to cooperate with those who are to ﬁght with them. As Almighty
Allah says: {and let not the hatred of some people in (once)
stopping you from Al-Masjid-Al-Harâm (at Makkah) lead you
to transgression (and hostility on your part). Help you one
another in Al-Birr and At-Taqwâ (virtue, righteousness and
piety); but do not help one another in sin and transgression}
[Al-Maidah: 2].

The word « »ﺷﻨﺂﻥstands for hatred and enmity; in the verse it
makes sense that people’s hatred should not stop you from doing
good to them, because it is all good to do so, therefore it is
necessary to act kindly.
It has been conﬁrmed by the prophet (SAW) when he said to
those who were at war with him: “Then he said: By the Name
of Him in Whose Hands my soul is! If they (i.e. the Quraish
inﬁdels) ask me anything which will respect the ordinances
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of Allah and the kinship I will grant it to them.”
Bukhari and others). On

(Ahmad and

this very basis, it is said that everything that is

useful and good for mankind is desirable and good to be carried
out in Islam.

Inclination of Islam for peace and human honour:
Islam has very broad and progressive fundamentals pertaining
to the people of other religious communities. It never compels
anyone to embrace Islamic faith, but the thing which it
emphasizes the most is to endeavour for letting peace and
security be prevailed in the entire world. As Almighty Allah
says: {But if they incline to peace, you also incline to it, and
(put your) trust in Allâh} [Al-Anfal: 61].
Islam asks Muslims to honour human beings and to protect
their rights, irrespective of their other qualities. As Almighty
Allah says: {And indeed We have honoured the Children of
Adam} [Al-Israa: 70].
Muslims are expected to communicate wisely and to have
good relations with the people of other religious beliefs and
cultures. There should be a pact between the two communities
in the light of common values. As Allah the Almighty says:
{And argue not with the people of the Scripture (Jews and
Christians), unless it be in (a way) that is better (with good
words and in good manner, inviting them to Islâmic
Monotheism with His Verses), except with such of them as
do wrong; and say (to them): “We believe in that which has
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been revealed to us and revealed to you; our Ilâh (God) and
your Ilâh (God) is One (i.e. Allâh), and to Him we have
submitted (as Muslims)} [Al-A̒nkaboot: 46].
Because of all these instructions, Islam is the religion of
tolerance and the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) is a mercy for the
entire world.
These are the great Islamic values on which Sheikh Zayed
Bin Sulṭān Āl Nahyan (May Allah Bless him with high
position) has established his political life and developed ruling
principles. The same path is being followed by his highness,
the Head of the State Sheikh Khalifah Bin Zayed Āl Nahyan
(May Allah bless him and protect him), and by his highness the
Crown Prince, the Secretary of the State Sheikh Muhammad
Bin Zayed Āl Nahyan (May Allah support him and give him
strength).
Allah the Almighty said: {O mankind! We have created you
from a male and a female, and made you into nations and
tribes, that you may know one another. Verily, the most
honourable of you with Allâh is that (believer) who has AtTaqwâ [i.e. he is one of the Muttaqûn (the pious. See V.2:2)].
Verily, Allâh is All-Knower, well-Acquainted (with all things)}
[Al-Hujraat: 13].

