




2018 will be the Year of Zayed…

This is because 2018 will mark 100 years since the birth of the founding father 

of the UAE, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nayhan.

Born in 1918 to the Bani

Yas tribe in Abu 

Dhabi, Sheikh Zayed

bin Sultan Al Nahyan

became the president 

of the UAE in 1971, a 

role he maintained until 

he passed away in 2004.

The year will not only be about 

remembering all that Sheikh 

Zayed did to form the UAE of 

today, but it will also, like with 

the Year of Giving, be about 

instilling his values across the 

community.



His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 

Nahyan served as President of the United Arab 

Emirates since the formation of the Federation 

on 2 December 1971 and as Ruler of the 

Emirate of Abu Dhabi since 1966.

Understanding the UAE is impossible without 

understanding the life of Sheikh Zayed and his 

deep religious faith, vision, determination and 

hard work; his generosity at home and abroad; 

and the way in which he devoted his life to the 

service of his people and the creation of a 

better world.



Education:

“build a system of  ethical 

values for our future 

generations, to boost 

productivity of  the national 

economy, and to enhance 

community cohesion.”

Islam desists violence practised by 

terrorists who kill their brethren 

and commit all despicable actions 

under the shelter of  religion. Islam 

dissociates itself  strictly from these 

people and their actions.”

On true wealth…

“Every individual has to perform 

his duty. Man is mortal, but his 

work is not. Therefore, work is 

greater than wealth.”

On female empowerment through 

education…

“The woman is half of the 

society; any country which pursues 

development should not leave her in 

poverty or illiteracy.”

"The real asset 

of  any advanced 

nation is its 

people, 

especially the 

educated ones, 

and the 

prosperity and 

success of  the 

people are 

measured by the 

standard of  

their 

education.”



"The Ruler should not 

have any barrier which 

separates him from his 

people.”

"I am not imposing change on anyone. That 

is tyranny. All of  us have our opinions, and 

these opinions can change. Sometimes we 

put all opinions together, and then extract 

from them a single point of  view. This is our 

democracy.”

Islam desists violence practised by terrorists 

who kill their brethren and commit all 

despicable actions under the shelter of  

religion. Islam dissociates itself  strictly from 

these people and their actions.”

“

Wealth is not money. Wealth lies in men. This is 

where true power lies, the power we value. This is 

what has convinced us to direct all our resources to 

building the individual, and to using the wealth 

which God has provided us in the service of  the 

nation.”





“The UAE’s image is founded 

on a core belief system of 

tolerance and 

coexistence,” he explained. 

“Nations across the world call 

to uphold and strengthen this 

belief in light of the growing 

fanaticism and hatred that 

threatens international peace 
and security.”

“The late Shaikh Zayed established a global school of tolerance and coexistence because he knew that 

from the Union’s beginnings, the UAE’s uniqueness lay in its ability to welcome different races, 

religions, and cultures without abandoning its social and cultural identity. The principles in which the 
late ruler believed, and strived for, were aimed at creating a world of coexistence and peace.

Year of  Zayed: Year of  Tolerance

Religious tolerance in the UAE is more concrete than 

many people think…

It’s estimated that around 85 per cent of the UAE’s 9.3 

million people are immigrants – with many different 

nationalities and religions represented in the cities 

and desert across the new nation.

The UAE now has a Tolerance Charter and a Minister 

of Tolerance
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Islam is a 

Religion of  

Tolerance 

and Peace
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