
 

 

PEDAGOGICAL FRAMEWORK STRATEGY: WALT and WILF 

At Musgrave Hill State School be believe that explicit teaching guides students through the learning 

process. We give clear statements about the purpose and the rationale for learning as well as clear 

expectations about what students need to know and do.  

WALT and WILF is a tool we use in our classrooms to encourage students to be more actively involved in 

their learning. It is use to explicitly highlight to the students what they are being asked to do (WALT = the 

learning intention) and what we hope they will learn (WILF = the success criteria) in order to help them to 

make better decisions about how to tackle the set task.  

 

        

 

WALT = We Are Learning To…  

• Research shows that students are more motivated if they understand the learning intention of the task.  

• The main benefit for students is that by focusing on the learning intention, they begin to fully 

understand what they are learning rather than doing.  

• We hope our students will go home describing school activities as ‘We were learning to …” rather than 

‘We did…”. 

 

WILF = What I’m Looking For… 

• By explicitly stating what we are looking for, we hope students will be clear about how their work will 

be judged and what the teacher wants to see in the finished task.  

• Students need to know WHY they are learning something so that they can see how their work fits into 

the ‘BIGGER PICTURE’. 

MUSGRAVE HILL STATE SCHOOL 



FEEDBACK: Hattie’s research identifies that ‘feedback has one of the most powerful effects on student 

achievement’. At Musgrave, the WALT and WILF posters are also tools that can be used strategically to 

provide opportunities for the three areas of feedback: teacher to student, student to teacher and student 

to student. The third poster in the set of 3 provides a guide for teachers to encourage students to ‘CHECK 

IN’ at key points of the lesson to give and receive feedback. 

 

Here is how WALT and WILF can be used in a lesson: 

1. During the orientation of your lessons – explicitly identify WALT and WILF with your students.  

2. Throughout the lesson, at key points of the learning sequence use the new WALT and WILF sheet to 

allow students to ‘CHECK IN.’ At these key points of the learning sequence, any of the three areas of 

feedback can be addressed. The teacher or students can be asked the follow questions in relation 

to how the student it going: 

• Where are you going?/Where am I going? (refer back to WILF – what am I looking for?/what am I 

being asked to do?) 

• How are you going?/How am I going? (teacher or student gives feedback about how they are going 

according to WILF) 

• Where to next? (teacher gives direction or student identifies what they need to do now/next – eg 

keep practising/extend/revise/apply this to new context etc 

3. During the synthesising part of your lessons provide opportunities for students to reflect upon and 

evaluate their own learning in relation to WALT and WILF. There are many ways that this can be 

achieved. Examples include: Exit notes, Thumbs Up/Side/Down, Think/Pair/Share, Reflection 

Journal, Question/Answer, 3/2/1 Strategy etc.  

 

There is an expectation that WALT and WILF are used in every lesson. Please display all three WALT and 

WILF posters in a prominent place so it is easily seen by the students. These should be continuously 

referred to.  

 

 


