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LINK TO CAUSES
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EXPERIMENTATION (USING THE 

SENSES)
USING THE INSIGHT AND THE 

FACULTY OF DISCRETION ( HIKMAH)



OBSERVATIONOBSERVATION
The act or process of watching something or 

someone carefully in order to find something out
One of the ways that lead man to think and to get 

knowledge
Human is a viewer and an observer of the events 

that take place in the universe
Many verses of the Quran emphasize the duty of 

observation of man
“Then contemplate (o man!) the tokens of Allah’s mercy! 

How he gives life to the earth after its death” 
(ArRum:50)



The Qur'an calls upon Muslims to observe 
around them and study the physical world, so 
that they might appreciate the majesty of 
Allah's creation

    "Behold! In the creation of the heavens and the earth; in the 
alternation of the night and the day; in the sailing of the ships 
through the ocean for the benefit of mankind; in the rain which 
Allah Sends down from the skies, and the life which He gives 
therewith to an earth that is dead; in the beasts of all kinds that 
He scatters through the earth; in the change of the winds, and the 
clouds which they trail like their slaves between the sky and the 
earth -- (Here) indeed are Signs for a people that are 
wise." (AlBaqarah:164)



Looking and seeing are different from each 
other. Not everyone can see the secrets and 
perceive meanings

“Thou wilt see them looking at thee, but they see not” 
(AlA’raf:198)

Eg: Scientist who analyze the forms of wings of birds 
used this information in plane industry and enabled 
man to become friends of birds



People who have conscience in their hearts 
and observe the universe with attention can 
have lessons from it

The ones who see everything meaningless and 
continue to walk on the road of unbelief are 
deprived of these infinite and precious 
meanings. The Qur’an uses the term “blind” 
for such people
“Truly it is not their eyes that are blind, but their 
hearts which are in their breasts” (AlHajj: 46)



The emphasis is on thinking which leads the 
way to the cherishing care of Allah to 
establish all things and nature to service for 
the benefit of mankind



EXPERIMENTATIONEXPERIMENTATION
Examine and investigate things by using 

our senses
People wonder how the universe and 

nature work, they investigate and become 
interested in science

Verses of the Qur’an called upon people 
to think, to investigate and to use their 
minds



Have they not looked at the camel—how it 
was created? 
and at the sky—how it was raised up? 
and at the mountains—how they were 
embedded? 
and at the earth—how it is spread out? 
So remind them! You are only a reminder. 
(AlGhashiyyah: 17-21)



In Islam, the process of experiment is 
incorporated to the revelation sent by Allah

By conducting experiment, human should 
realize the complexity of the things around us 
and to realize that it is impossible to 
materialize and function without a Creator 
behind it

It is encouraged in Islam since it will utilize 
our distinctive ability to think

One of the scholars who emphasized on the 
experimentation is Jabir Ibn Hayyan



In many other verses of the Qur’an people 
are instructed to examine nature and learn 
from it

 Because of this, in one verse of the Qur’an 
Muslims are defined as people who think 
about the creation of the heavens and the 
earth:
“Those who remember Allah, standing, sitting and lying 
on their sides, and reflect on the creation of the heavens 
and the earth (saying): “Our Lord, You have not created 
this for nothing. Glory be to You! So safeguard us from 

the punishment of the Fire.” (Ali’Imran:191)



In many verses of the Qur’an, Allah 
instructs Muslims to investigate the 
heavens, the earth, living things or their 
own existence and think about them.
“He who created the seven heavens in layers. You 

will not find any flaw in the creation of the All-
Merciful. Look again—do you see any gaps? 

(AlMulk: 3)



In another verse, Allah encourages the 
investigation of astronomy and the 
composition of the earth, that is the science 
of geology, like this:
“Do they not look at the sky above them? How We have 
made it and adorned it, and there are no flaws in it? And 

the earth- We have spread it out, and set thereon 
mountains standing firm, and produced therein every 

kind of beautiful growth (in pairs)—To be observed and 
commemorated by every devotee turning (to Allah).” 

(Qaf: 6-8)



In another verse of the Qur’an, Allah draws 
attention to zoology:

“You have a lesson in livestock...“(AnNahl: 66)
In another verse of the Qur’an, Allah draws 

attention to the proof of Allah in a person’s 
own body and spirit:
“There are certainly Signs in the earth for people 
with certainty; and in yourselves as well. Do you 

not then see?” (AdhDhariyat: 20-21)



HIKMAH (wisdom)HIKMAH (wisdom)
Abdullah Ibn Abbas: hikmah means intellect, 

understanding and intelligence
A total insight and having sound judgment 

concerning a matter or situation through 
understanding cause and effect phenomena

Hikmah is knowledge and acting on that 
knowledge- The one who cannot combine 
them is not called Wise 



Hikmah is a positive term used repeatedly in 
the Quran as a characteristic of the righteous 
(2:251), as a quality of those who truly 
understand (31:12)

For an individual, being a person of wisdom 
depends on being a servant with whom his 
Lord is pleased. Otherwise, if he does not 
make his Lord pleased, it is not sufficient to 
become a person of wisdom to observe his 
creatures and discover their advantages for 
mankind



Quran has put a great amount of 
emphasis on applying wisdom in all 
matters including gaining the knowledge 
about God, interpreting history, 
relationships of various religions, knowing 
good and evils, justice and injustice, 
freedom and oppression, nature of this 
world, moral and immoral and the 
purpose of this life



The Qur'an, in various ways, confirms the 
authority of wisdom. Hundreds of verses can 
be cited in which the Qur'an indicates that 
such and such a matter has been mentioned 
for wisdom to reflect on

    “Surely the worst of beasts in God's sight are those that 
are deaf and dumb and do not reason” (Anfal: 22)

    “And it is not for a soul to believe except by permission 
of Allah, and He will place defilement upon those who 
will not use reason” (Yunus: 100)



SABABIYYATSABABIYYAT
Foundation of rational thinking. It is honored 

by al-Quran and also employed by it
Allah is the Creator of the system of cause 

and effect
the Qur'an pointing out to the system of 

causality operating in the universe; it views all 
phenomena and events as being subservient 
to this system



It is based on both reason and revelation
As for revelation, Allah Most High describes Himself 

as “Creator of every thing” (13:16, 39:62, 40:62) the 
word ‘thing’ includes every substance, accident, 
cause and effect that exists in each moment

As for reason, no logical absurdity is entailed by 
separating perceived cause from perceived effect. 
Moreover, what are perceived as causes and effects 
in the world are logically possible and temporal, and 
therefore by definition in need of a determiner



‘Cause’ being divided into general and particular
A general cause is that on which another thing 

depends, disregarding the thing itself nor the kind of 
its dependence. Writing a letter depends on the 
writer. Without a writer no letter can be written. 
So, the writer is a cause. The writer must normally 
have a hand. So, the hand of the writer is a cause, 
too. Furthermore, a writer needs paper, ink and pen, 
each of which is a cause, since without a pen, ink and 
paper the letter cannot be written. So, writing a 
letter depends on all these items.



The particular meaning denotes the doer, i.e. 
the being that brings another being into 
existence, even if it depended on other things 
in the bringing one of these things into 
existence, such as the example of the writer, 
who is a being, though he would need pen, ink 
and paper, but these are not causes under this 
particular meaning, because they do not write. 
the cause equals the doer



Among the many causes mentioned in the Qur'an is 
the materialistic cause, means that each of this 
world's phenomena usually appears from the 
changing of another phenomenon

it frequently says that Allah has changed these 
phenomena into other ones, or He created a given 
thing from a certain thing, which means that the first 
was the cause of the appearance of the second

Ex: "...We made every living thing of water". So water is 
a materialistic cause of living things

So, Allah is the cause of all phenomena, that is, all 
phenomena are in need of Him.



DISCOVERING LAW- LIKE DISCOVERING LAW- LIKE 
GENERALIZATION (SUNAN)GENERALIZATION (SUNAN)

The Arabic word Sunnah in its literal sense 
means habitual practice, customary procedure 
or norm. It stands for consistency and order.

Sunnatullah is the systematic order that Allah 
SWT created to govern the movement of His 
creation and make everything function in a 
consistent and organized way. It is also called 
the pattern of God, or the order of God in 
nature or the laws of God



These systematic order or the laws of Allah 
SWT in all His creation are the ones that 
make everything in the universe move and 
function perfectly, with no chaos or 
imperfection in their physical manifestation

 “There is no lack of proportion in the creation of God. So 
turn your eyes (and look around). Do you see any defect? 
Again, turn your sight (and examine) a second time. But 
your eyes will come back to you dull and frustrated in a 
state worn out.” (AlMulk: 3-4).



The term Sunnah was employed in the Islamic 
literature to describe the way that established 
by the Prophet Muhammad SAW while he 
was applying the Qur’anic commands and 
practicing Islamic teachings

 Sunnatullah is inherent in the two kinds of 
His creation:

- In the natural world and in the universe
- Human beings



Sunnatullah in the natural world, which is termed 
by the Qur`an as “Ayatul Aafaq”, is also known as 
Sunan Kawniyyah (universal laws), because it 
includes the most general laws that govern the 
cosmic order, such as creation of everything in 
pairs (Zawjiyyah) and creation of everything in 
precise measures

The visible world is governed by scientific 
formulation that can be discovered by the human 
mind, while the invisible world is governed by 
formulation that is not directly perceivable by the 
human mind



Sunnatullah in human domain which is introduced by 
the Qur`an as “Ayatul Anfus”, means God’s signs 
within human self
“He has inspired the human self with its wickedness and 
its piety” (Asysyams:18)
“O mankind, fear your Lord Who created you all of a 
single soul” (Annisa’:1)

This is the fitrah that we share with other human 
beings, regardless whether they are Muslims or not

Allah has revealed to us Divine Books and 
revelation, so that we may know His pattern, laws 
and ruling that concern our beliefs and actions
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